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Religious group 
rapped for sex 
attack cover-up 



BY JULIA SUTTON 

newspHPnorthants.co.uk 


JEHOVAH Witnesses covered up a sex 
attacker’s series of assaults on a young 
girl in Northamptonshire for 25 years. 

Anthony Burns, 54, had been confronted 
about his crimes within the Jehovah com¬ 
munity in the 1980s but the religious 
group took no action. 

Burns had abused the girl from 1977 
until 1984 in Northants and Eastbourne, 
Sussex when she was aged between nine 
and 16, Northampton Crown Court heard 
on Monday. 

Jailing Burns for 11 years, Judge Charles 
Wide QC said he hoped the child protec¬ 
tion procedures of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
had now been radically changed. 

Burns, of Back Road, Wisbech, had 
pleaded not guilty to four charges of inde¬ 
cent assault, attempted rape and rape but 
was found guilty. 

Judge Wide said the religious organisa¬ 
tion was to blame for not contacting 


police about sexual abuse committed by 
one of its members. He told Burns: “The 
effects of the sexual abuse by you on her 
have been with her all of her life since - 
and it is plain from the evidence she gave 
it blighted her relationships and two 
failed marriages. 

“Much time has passed but that is hard¬ 
ly to your credit. 

“It is very unfortunate that the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses community dealt with a com¬ 
plaint in 1984 in a wholly inappropriate 
way, seemingly more concerned with their 
own reputation than doing justice but I 
acknowledge they were very different 
times. 

“I sincerely hope their processes have 
been changed radically since then. 

“It is because of their involvement that 
these matters were not reported - you 
were challenged about the matter at the 
time by two witnesses and could have 
made a clean breast of it but you did not 
and during the course of the trial, you had 
the gall to accuse them of lying about it.” 



Winter wonderland 


THE county has continued to be gripped by cold and 
frosty weather, turning many areas into picturesque 
winter scenes. For more see page 2. 
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SALE now on! 

Guaranteed delivery 
within 7 days on 
everything! 

All stock up to 75% 'Over 200 sofas/suites on display! | 
less than the RRP! 'Leather and fabric all to clear! 


ie Leather complete 2 piece suites from £299, yes a pair! Sexy Chaise Sofas from £75 

Corner Suites from £299, Sofa Beds from £99, Tub Sofas £65 and Tub Chairs £35 
Plus Mattress's, Beds, Armchairs and Sofas.. Everything to clear! 


Where the prices are SOFA KING low you may just wet your pants! 


WWW.theSOfaking.CO.uk Open 7 days a week! Monday to Saturday - 9am to 5pm Sundays and B/Hols - 11am to3pm 
St Leonards Road, Northampton, Just past KFC and B&Q, Huge yellow building next to Cafe with the car on the roof! 


































